New ASHA Documents on Early Intervention

 

see also: http://www.asha.org/publications/
by M. Jeanne Wilcox 

The ASHA Committee on the Role of the Speech-Language Pathologist in Early Intervention has completed a set of documents, approved by the Board of Directors last month and available at ASHA Practice Policy, related to the role of the SLP in the assessment and treatment of communication and swallowing disorders in the infant and toddler population. The documents address issues related to specific cultural and linguistic needs of infants and toddlers and the need for culturally appropriate practice. 

· Roles and Responsibilities of Speech-Language Pathologists in Early Intervention [Technical Report]  

· Roles and Responsibilities of Speech-Language Pathologists in Early Intervention [Position Statement]  

· Roles and Responsibilities of Speech-Language Pathologists in Early Intervention [Guidelines] 

· Core Knowledge and Skills in Early Intervention Speech-Language Pathology Practice 

Committee members were M. Jeanne Wilcox (chair), Melissa A. Cheslock, Elizabeth R. Crais, Trudi Norman-Murch, Rhea Paul, Froma P. Roth, Juliann J. Woods, and Diane R. Paul (ex officio). ASHA Vice Presidents for Professional Practices in Speech-Language Pathology Celia Hooper (2003-2005) and Brian B. Shulman (2006-2008) served as the monitoring officers. 

Need for Documents 

The documents meet the need for information on the efficacy and effectiveness of different treatment techniques for specific populations, including young children from various cultural and linguistic backgrounds, children with developmental and environmental risk factors, and children with a range of disabilities. The documents also provide information related to service delivery and the provision of services in natural environments. 

ASHA Position 

ASHA's position is that SLPs have a central role in providing services and supports for families and their infants or toddlers with disabilities as members of the early intervention team. Furthermore, the appropriately certified and licensed (as applicable) SLP is qualified to address delays and disabilities in communication, language, speech, emergent literacy, and feeding/swallowing. Families with infants and toddlers (birth-36 months) who have or are at risk for disabilities should receive developmentally supportive care that addresses a broad spectrum of priorities and concerns. 

Roles 

The following speech-language pathology roles should be implemented in collaboration with families, caregivers, and other professionals in accordance with the guiding principles (see main article): 

· Prevention  

· Screening  

· Evaluation (establishing eligibility)  

· Assessment (to determine intervention programming)  

· Intervention planning, implementation, and monitoring  

· Consultation with and education for team members, including families and other professionals  

· Service coordination  

· Transition planning  

· Advocacy  

· Awareness and advancement of the knowledge base in early intervention 

Intervention Strategies 
Promising early intervention strategies fall into three main groups: 

· Responsive Interaction Strategies. Follow child's lead within naturally occurring and developmentally appropriate routines and activities. 

· Directed Interaction Strategies. Incorporate behavioral principles (reinforcement, prompting, shaping, fading). 

· Blended Strategies. Combine approaches in an effort to promote generalizationСemphasize teaching in natural environments using behavioral strategies. 
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M. Jeanne Wilcox, chair of the Committee on the Role of the Speech-Language Pathologist in Early Intervention, is a professor of speech and hearing science at Arizona State University (Tempe). She established and directs the university's Infant Child Research Laboratory Programs. Contact her at mjwilcox@asu.edu.

